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CHARLES WEISS/JERUSALE! 

ISPAEL'S DEBATE OVER THE WEST BALK 
ALINCR t 

ISRALLI FOREIG!! iITITSTER YIGAL ALOM HAS CANCELLED A 
SCHEDULED VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES IS ORDER TO TAKE PART 
Ti} HIS CABINET'S OFT-POSTPOHED DEBATE Of SETTLENENT POLICY 
IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, AIC PRINCIPALLY Oi: THE “EST 
BAIK OF THE JORDA! RIVER, VOA CORRESPOMDENT CHARLES WEISS 
SENDS THIS SACKGROUID REPONT FRO?! JERUSALE™. 

VOICE: 

THE FOREIC | MINISTER'S DECISION! IS THE LATEST MOVE 
It! WHAT SEEMS TO SE DEVELOPINC AS A SHOWDOMI! BETHEEN HAYKS 
AND DOVES If! THE CASINET. TH FATS OF THE ADIIMISTRATION! OF 
PRIME MINISTER YITZHAK RATID: HAY YELL BE AT STAKE. 

THE VEST BAIK OF THE JORDAr RIVER IS THE AREA OCCUPIED 
BY ISRAEL SI!CE THE 1967 VAR. §9 FAT, THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
RESTRICTED SETTLEMENT Oi! THE weST PAK TO THOSE AREAS Wi!ICH 
MORE OR LESS FOLLOW THE LIVES OF MISTER ALON'S PLAI FOR 
PEACE ‘fITH JORDAN. THAT PLA? ECVISAGES GIVINIC HOST OF THE 
TERRITORY BACK TO JORDAN WHILE RETALITG A LIE OF SETTLE- 
MENTS Li THE JORDAW RIVER VALLY. 

HOVEVER, THERE HAS BEFI! STEADY PRESSURE TO LIFT THOSE 
RESTRICTIONS. fi! EARLY DECEERER, A RELIGIOUS NATIONALIST 
GROUP CALLING ITSELF GUSH EIMbind -- THE FAITH BLOC -~ TRIED 
TO SET UP AN UNAUTHORIZED VILLACE NEAR THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL 
OF JABLUS, THE SETTLERS LET THEMSELVES BE REMOVED TO A HEARBY 
ARMY CANP AT KAFR KADOU" Ti! EXCHAUGE FOR A GOVERMMENT PROMISE 


TO RCVIEM THE WHOLE QUESTION “WITHIN THO OR THREE MOUTHS. OU, 
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NCARLY FIVE MOTHS LATER, WITH THE SETTLERS STILL AT THE SITE, 
TT LOOKS AS THOUGH THE LONG-AVAITED DEBATE IS IMMINENT. 

THE PROBLE!: IS THAT THE CASINET MAJORITY It! ISRAEL'S 
PARLIAMENT RESTS ON THE SUPPORT OF FACTIONS WICH TAKE 
DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED VIFNS OI! UNAT SHOULD BE DONE ON THE VICST 
BALK. THE LEFTIST MAPALM FACTION -~ YHiICH HAS A VOTE-POOLIUG 
ARRANGENE'T WITH RABTE'S LAGOR PARTY -- UANTS THE SETTLERS 
EVACUATED, IT SAYS ISRAEL SHOULD ADOPT A CLEAR-CUT STAND OF: 
WHAT TERRITORY IT IS WILLINS TO YIELD UP FOR PRACE. 

OM TH. OTHER SIDE 1S THE MATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY, WHICH 
HAS THREE CABINET MINISTERS AID WHICH IS COMMITTED TO SACKING 
THE SETTLER'S DEMANDS, TO THE N-R-P, ALL OF PALESTINE BELONGS 
TO ISRAEL AS PART OF ITS 3? -LICAL HERITAGE. IT HAS SAID IT 
HELL LEAVE THE CASINCT 1f IT IS DECIDED WOT TO LET GUSH ENUNI" 
SETTLERS STAY. 

DEFENSE HINISTER SHISO): PERSS, \410 HEADS THE RAFI FACTION 
TuSIDE THE LABOR PARTY IS SCEPTICAL ANYTHING WILL EVER COME 
ABOUT WITH JORDA AND HE TENDS TO SIDE ‘ITH THE SETTLERS, 

IT WAS HE WHO GAVE THE PFROTT FOR GUSH EMUNIN'S MARCH TO THE 
WEST BAK LAST VEER W41ICH AROUSED APPREHENSIONS AMONG WEST 
BANK TTHASITANTS. 

FOREIGN MIMISTER ALON CLINICS TO HIS PLAI! AS THE ONLY 
WAY OF KEEPING OPTIOUS OPE} FOR A TERRITORIAL SETTLEMENT ‘1TH 
THE ARABS. A SPOKESMAN SAIN THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD INTCUDED 
TO SEE SECRETARY OF STATE KISSTiIGER DURING HIS VISIT TO THE 
UNITED STATES, BUT CANCELLED IS TRIP Of GROUNDS THAT UNTIL 
THE CABINET MAKES UP ITS MIUD ALOUT THE FUTURE OF THE WEST BALK, 


THE TWO-WOULD HAVE NOTHING TO TALE A-OUT. 
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FORCES Ji! THl CASTE T ATE VERY EVEUILY DIVIDED, 
WITH LABOR'S JUNTOR MISISTLSS GEHERALLY TAKIEG LOSS 
ULTIMATE POSITIONS, PLE HIPISTER RACIE HISISCLF HAS 
POTHTEOLY KEPT FROM TALIS SIDES, AND HAS SFENED MORE 
CONCERNED VITH KEEPING THE GOVERIPIENT If OFFICE THAM IN 
FAVORING ONE STAND OR THE OTHES, 

THIS CONCER:! FOR TH EMTEGRITY OF HIS CABINET IS SEET! 
SY MOST OBSERVERS AS THE CHIEF REASOM THE ISSUE HAS BEEN so 
LOWG Itt COnine UP FOR A FULL-~FLEDGED DETATE, 
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